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Program m e

10:00 am Peter Gendolla, Univers ity of Siegen, Germ any: 
       W elcom e addre s s

10:15 am      Sigrid Baringh orst, Univers ity of Siegen, Germ any: 
     Pre s entation of th e  project ‘Ch anging Prote st and M edia Culture s . 
      Transnational Anti-Corporate Cam paigns  and Digital Com m unication’

@  Se s s ion I: Transnational Ne tw ork ing Public Sph e re s

10:45 am Joh anna Nie syto, Univers ity of Siegen, Germ any: 
Transnational Anti-Corporate Cam paigns  on th e  Net

11:30 am Rainer W inter, Univers ity of Klagenfurt, Austria: 
Th e  R is e  of Transnational Public Sph ere  th rough  Cyberprote st?

12:15 pm Lunch
1:15 pm Alice M attoni, European Univers ity Institute Florence , Italy: 

Us ing th e  Internet w ith in M ovem ent Cam paign Netw ork s  
2:00 pm M arion H am m , Univers ity of Luzern, Sw itzerland: 

Link ing Up O nline  and O ffline  Realm s of Public Sph ere s

@  Se s s ion II: D e m ocratic Pote ntials

2:45 pm Wainer Lusoli, Univers ity of Ch e ster, England: 
Internet's  Effects  on Political Participation 

3:30 pm Geert Lovink , Institute of Netw ork  Culture s  Am sterdam , Neth erlands : 
Internet Culture  and Postdem ocracy

@  Se s s ion III: D iscus s ion

4:15 pm Sigrid Baringh orst, Univers ity of Siegen, Germ any: 
Concluding Discus s ion

 

Since th e  19 80s , political cam paigning of social m ovem ent 
actors  h as  becom e increas ingly profe s s ionalis ed and 
adjusted to th e  s election criteria of a com m ercialis ed m edia 
environm ent. According to th e  as sum ption of m any sch o-
lars , th is  trend of profe s s ionalis ed cam paigning politics  
m igh t be  revers ed by th e  internet as  its  tech nical structure s  
offer ch ance s  of de s interm ediation of com m unication, 
circum venting th e  gate k e eper function of m as s  m edia. 
O nline  social m edia and social netw ork s  are  perce ived as  
enabling structure s  for new  concepts  of public sph e re s . 
Related to th e  latter, ICTs h ave be en said to both  em pow er 
subjects  to rais e  th e ir voice  individually as  w ell as  
collectively and to participate directly in th e  political arena. 
Corre sponding to th is , form s  of digital ‘peer to pe er 
cam paigning’ h ave also be en conce ived to foster auth en-
ticity and as  an ‘antidote’ against allegations  of sym bolic 
and perform ative politics .

Against th e  back drop of th e  concept of public sph e re s , th e  
w ork s h op strive s  for a com parative analys is  and th eoretical 
review  of cam paigning politics  on th e  net: Do online  com -
m unication structure s  actually enh ance th e  dem ocratic 
potential of cam paigning practice s? H ow  and to w h at ex-
tent do online  political cam paigns  contribute  to th e  e stab-
lis h m ent of a transnational ‘public of publics’? Are th e s e  
publics  reconnected and em bedded into an overarch ing 
institutionalis ed public sph e re?




