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For all the time, money and energy 
invested by policy-makers and 
academics into producing ‘mapping 
documents’ of the creative industries, 
it is remarkably difficult to find any 
actual maps of the creative industries. 
More common are statistics and 
taxonomies that aim to furnish the initial 
13 categories that comprise the Blair 
government’s creative industries with 
some sort of empirical detail. This kind 
of work now goes on internationally, 
producing little more than a variation of 
the same.

In assembling these maps of creative 
industries for this newspaper, our 
interest was to tease out some of the 
many neglected relations that make 
creative activity possible for designers. 
We are also interested in how design, 

as an idiom of expression, addresses 
the constraints of the media form of the 
newspaper and in so doing produces 
maps that reveal creative relations in 
distinct ways.

Obviously the media form is always 
going to set limits. There’s another 
factor motivating these designs as 
well, namely a curiosity with the way 
the imposed presence of a common 
design element – in this case, the sign 
of ‘creative industries’ – across all maps 
renders a variation of ‘the political’ in 
the design process. ‘The political’ is 
understood here as antagonisms that 
underscore and penetrate the otherwise 

smooth continuum of relations typical of 
so much design. From this clash comes 
the logic of variation. 

These maps provide a quite special 
resource for research on the creative 
industries, offering a unique insight 
into the multi-dimensional relations 
that condition the possibility of 
creative expression. The ‘nodes’ and 
‘connections’ in any particular map 
oscillate between the singular and the 
common. There are ‘actors’ (be they 
friends, businesses, media forms, 
institutions, brands) that are totally 
specific in one map, along with others 
hat are common across maps. At this 
point, one can detect the multiple layers 
and relations that define the life of 
creative designers.
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■ MAP OF LINKED ORGANISATIONS BY RENE VAN ENGELENBURG
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■ MAP OF PERSONAL NETWORK BY MARTIJN ENGELBREGT
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■ MAP OF MY CREATIVE BUBBLE BY KOERT VAN MENSVOORT (DETAIL)
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■ COLOFON MAP BY ANDY BUDDENBAUM
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■ WHERE DO DESIGNERS’ BOOKS COME FROM ? – BY CORALIE VOGELAAR
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CREATIVE MAP

■ CREATIVE UNDERGROUND MAP BY  HENDRIKJAN GRIEVINK
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■ CC./BCC. MAP BY META HAVEN (DANIEL VAN DER VELDEN AND VINCA KRUK)
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CREATIVE MAP

■ LOVE-WORK MAP BY STUDIO ROGERIO LIRA
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ALWAYS 
BARELY
CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO
DO
DON'T
FOR A CHANGE,
FORCE YOURSELF TO
FOR THE NEXT HOUR,
GET UP EARLY AND
HARDLY
OFTEN
NEVER
SOMETIMES 
TODAY,
TOMORROW,
TRY TO
YOU BETTER
WORK TILL LATE AND
WHY NOT

ACT
ADD SOME
ALLOW
ASK FOR
AVOID 
BE
BECOME LIKE
BLOWUP
BORROW SOME
BRAINSTORM WITH
CAPTURE
CHALLENGE
CHANGE
CHOOSE
COMBINE
COMPARE
COPY 
CREATE
DECONSTRUCT
DEFINE
DESIGN
ESCAPE
EMBRACE
ENJOY
ENLARGE
EXERCISE 
EXPLORE
FORGET ABOUT
GLAMORIZE
GO FOR
IGNORE
IMITATE
IMPROVE
INVERT
INVEST IN
KEEP
KILL
LAUGH AT
LIVE
LOVE
MAKE 
MAP
MIRROR
ORGANIZE
PUT IN
REDECORATE
REDUCE
REFLECT
RELAX
REMEMBER
RETHINK 
REPEAT
SAMPLE
SELL
SING 
SLOGANIZE
SLOWDOWN
SPELL
STOP
STUDY
THINK
UNDERESTIMATE
VIOLATE
VISUALISE
WATCH
WORK
WORRY ABOUT

ACCIDENTS
A GOAL
AMBITIONS
APPLICATIONS
ARTISTICITY
CHEAPNESS
COFFEE BREAKS
COLLEAGUES
CLICHES
DESIGN ITSELF
DICTIONARIES
DRUGS 
EVERYONE
FRIENDS
GREEN TEA
IDEAS
INSPIRATION
INTEGRITY
LIFE 
LIMITATIONS
LOVE
MATERIALITY
MEDIA
METAPHORS
MISTAKES
MODERNITY
NOSTALGIA
NOTEBOOKS
OTHER DESIGNERS
OUT-OF-THE-BOX
PASSION
PANIC 
POWER
REALITY
SIMPLICITY 
SLEEP 
SOBRIETY
STANDARDS 
STUPID QUESTIONS
STYLE
SUPERMAN 
SUSHI BARS
TELEVISION 
THE ARENA
THE BRIEF
THE GRID
THE PROBLEM
THE RULES
THE SELF
THE SLOGAN
THE SKETCH
THE WORKSPACE
TIME
TROUBLE
URGENCY
VERNISSAGES
WEIRDNESS
YOUR BOYFRIEND
YOUR COMPUTER
YOUR DARLINGS
YOUR HEROES
YOUR IPOD
YOUR GIRLFRIEND
YOUR OWN TOOLS
YOUR SELF
YOUR TALENT
YOUR WORK

Creativity is a weird thing isn’t it? It’s difficult stuff to 
deal with. Luckily enough there’s some help at hand. 
On the net and in nice self-help books, you can find 
massive amounts of tips, trics and rules to get the 
creative juices flowin’. But theres a lot of them and 
where should you start? What are the best rules?
The editorial team of this paper looked them all up 
and made a nice selection for you. Here they are. 
We proudly present  to you:  THE 19  x  71 x 71 =
9.5779 GOLDEN RULES OF CREATIVITY! 
PARAMETER #1 PARAMETER #2 PARAMETER #3
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AUSTRALIA  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Kate McMahon (1972), artist and urban designer

visited Amsterdam one week in 2005

Children’s playgrounds are integrated into the 
streetscape – literally placed on the footpath. 

In Australia playgrounds are always fenced off 
and usually away from the ‘life’ of the street. 

*It’s possible to see into peoples living area’s 
and even bedrooms. People award the attention 

of passers-by with elaborate displays of 
ornaments and knick knacks.

*There are very few Thai, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
Japanese, Indian, Greek, Lebanese or Malaysian 

restaurants – which are all common in Australia. 

BELGIUM  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Ann Demeester (1975), director de Appel 

lives and works in Amsterdam since 2003

Belgians love to show off with knowledge 
and erudition. In the Netherlands you are 

labeled rapidly as an intellectual if you 
cite a thinker in passing.

*The Dutch are less obstinate and individualistic 
than the Belgians. They’re easier prepared to devise 

compromises and to go with the communis opino.
*The pragmatic utopianism of the Dutch is striking.  

Big ideals are often brought in practice again, 
even if time after time they appear not to succeed 

or are resulting in failures.

BRASIL  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Rogério Lira (1966), designer

lives and works in Amsterdam since 1995

Life in Brasil has a much more subtle and complex 
mix of belief-possibilities. Belief is rarely taken 
seriously here. Things are just what they are. 

*In the Netherlands friendliness is often seen 
with a touch of contempt. Cynicism scores much 
higher points. It is a pretty unquestionable issue. 

As a foreigner this is a tough thing to learn.
*In Brasil people get to wear short sleeves most of 

the year. More of the body is constantly in touch 
with the rest of the world and there’s a lot of 

physical contact. You are less likely to feel lonely. 

DENMARK  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Sebastian Campion (1971), designer

lived and worked in Amsterdam from 1998 to 2005

People like to think of themselves as tolerant 
– sometimes it’s just because they are afraid of 

saying no.
*People like being rude. Next to tolerant, ‘rude’ 

is something that the Dutch feel proud of.
*People often feel that The Netherlands is 

superior to other countries, especially to 
Germany and Belgium.

* People don’t let (self) criticism stop them, which 
makes them less worrisome and more spontaneous.

FRANCE  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Marie Proyart (1979), student typography 

lived and studied in Arnhem from 2003 to 2004

The Netherlands; the country where 
I had the worst croissant ever.

*Dutch poeple systematically buy something to eat 
or drink before getting into the train.

*In the train, they are very loud on mobile 
phones, whereas in France, we start to 

be ashamed for using it.
*The curtains are left open during evenings. 

You can see everything. It goes with the 
mentality ‘I have nothing to hide’.

GERMANY  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Kristin Maurer (1970), lawyer 

lives and works in Amsterdam since 2002

Typical German is discipline, hard working 
and endeavor. In the Netherlands this is 
not done. When you do it nevertheless 

you’re asked to take it easier.
*In the Netherlands there is more equality between 

people and classes, bosses and secretaries.
*In the Netherlands there is constantly endless 

deliberation. Everything is discussed jointly, 
before anything can happen.

*German moderators are always dressed in suits.

GREECE  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Aspasia Nasopoulou (1972), composer

lives and works in Amsterdam since 2002

The majority of Greek men in the age range of 
35-55 have more weight than the Dutch men. 

Dutch women between 18-35 seem to be heavier 
than the Greek women in the same age. 

*Greek people are generally more open to invite 
people to their own houses. They open their 

homes for other people. Gatherings, dinner and 
even meetings are very common in the houses. 

Dutch people are more closed in this field.
*Group thinking, talking and collaboration 

is very present in Dutch practice. 

ICELAND  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Solvi Sigurdsson (1980), student design 
studies in the Netherlands since 2003

The food in the walls are very awkward. 
The quality of the food is doubtful.  The 

thought crosses my mind: “Where have the 
hands of the persons been before?” 

It doesn’t really increase my appetite.
*It often seems to me that the Dutch have 

been told not to apologize for anything.
* Everything works in systems. That’s what 

the Dutch do well, organizing. But once it is 
in a system it’s impossible to change it, 

except with another system.

LATVIA  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Egija Zaura (1971), researcher

lives and works in the Netherlands since 1997

In Latvia we celebrate name-days. When it’s 
yours, you need to be ready for unexpected 

surprises and unannounced visitors.
*Latvian anniversaries are about flowers. 

Colleagues always give them on birthdays 
together with a (collective) present.

*Here an anniversary is a kind of ‘cake day’.
*Everyone kisses you on your birthday, 

no matter if you like it or not. Kisses from 
colleagues are very unusual in Latvia.

LITHUANIA  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Asta Helsper-Balciunaite (1966), English teacher 
lives and works in the Netherlands since 1993

In Lithuania you take off your shoes if you enter 
someone’s house. The street is a collective property 

and thus dirty. The same counts for apartment 
buildings. The hallways and elevators can be 

neglected, but the flats inside will be squeaky clean.
*If you’re introduced to someone at a Lithuanian 

party, you’ll only tell your first name – not your 
family name – and you don’t shake hands.

*The Lithuanian society is currently changing
more rapidly than the Dutch.

POLAND  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Maja Bialon (1978), designer

Lived and worked in Amsterdam from 2002 to 2006

 Dutch people seem to refuse to get old. You can 
see it by the way they look (active, fit and dressed 

up) and behave (going out, self-confident). 
*People aren’t very spontaneous and can’t get 

crazy on parties. Partying with Polish always 
ends up at 6 in the morning, with a huge 

hang-over the next day.
*If you are lucky to be invited by a Dutch for 

dinner it won’t be an amazing meal. In best 
case it is pasta with salmon. With the coffee 
you won’t get more then one piece of cake. 

SLOVAKIA  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Peter Bilak (1973), graphic designer

lives and works in the Netherlands since 1997

 The Dutch word for beauty (schoon) means 
clean; something ordered. Slovak word for 

beauty (krasa) has roots in denying the 
ordinary, something almost unordered. 

*Despite the density, there is less physical contact.
People don’t expect to talk to each other. In a train 
in Slovakia, you will be talked to within minutes. 

Here I’ve been approached by a stranger twice 
in 5 years. Walkmans and bags placed in the 

seat next to you are ways to indicate that one 
doesn’t wished to be talked to or touched.

SOUTH KOREA  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Min & Sulki Choi, design researchers 

lived and worked in Maastricht from 2004 to 2005

To us, originating from a culture where everything 
moves and changes so quickly, where they’ll say 

“change everything except your family”, things are 
just too slow here. Decisions take time to be made; 

people walk so slow, we have to say “excuse me” 
all the time. On a physical, urban-environmental 

level, it seems to manifest itself in the age-old 
aspect of the buildings. One day we saw an old 

building being renovated by carving out the inter-
nal material, in an attempt not to touch anything 
on the external surface. Many buildings look like 
stuffed animals: dead but beautifully preserved. 

SPAIN  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Olga Vázquez Ruano (1972), architect

lives and works in the Netherlands since 1999

The minute someone steps out in the street 
in Spain he’s walking onto a stage. It is tacitly 
assumed that one should dress up in order to 

exhibit oneself and draw attention by having loud 
conversations. Here I like the fact that people 

make a habit of occupying the streets in a shame-
less way. Instead of setting up theater, it’s more 
like pulling the intimacy of the living-room onto 

a piece of sidewalk. They dress down, sit back 
and speak softly. Oddly enough passers-by are 
expected to ignore the display and pretend to 
not get a glimpse of the exposed ‘gezelligheid.’

SWITZERLAND  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Cristin Wildbolz (1960), musician/performer
lives and works in Amsterdam since 1995

There’s a lot of self-esteem here, and not so 
much humbleness. In Switzerland there’s a lot 

of morality which can be confused as humbleness. 
*Here you aren’t told to be great before you try out 

something you believe in. If you don’t succeed, you 
switch towards something you might realise easier. 

You won’t loose your face in doing that.
* The Dutch like to cultivate the illusion about their 

generosity and tolerance, which is also based on 
ignorance of problems. They’d rather close the eyes 

instead of facing their behavings and consequences.

UKRAINE  ≠  THE NETHERLANDS
Alevtina Kakhidze (1973), visual artist

lived and worked in Maastricht from 2004 to 2005

In Holland, everything is managed so that you 
aren’t stuck too long with people.  In banks and 
post offices are lines on the floor that you’re not 
allowed to pass until it’s your turn in the queue.

*The trains here are extremely good, but too luxuri-
ous. I’d prefer traveling in less comfortable trains 
and do it more often since it would be affordable.

*Whether people answer “Yes” or “No”, they smile. 
In the Ukraine, when people say “No” they don’t 

smile, they identify with person to whom the 
request has been refused.

MAP OF SMALL DIFFERENCES

Creativity lies in the space for ‘the other’ – in de widest sense. This map of small differences is put together by Annelys de Vet, as a record of her ‘provider of creativity’. Amsterdam, 2006

CREATIVE MAP

■ MAP OF SMALL DIFFERENCES BY ANNELYS DE VET



TITLE
Koert van Mensvoort is an artist and a scientist.  
He was a teacher at the Sandberg Institute Design 
Department for four years. Koert is presenter 
and co-organiser of the Visual Power Show, an 
intellectual show about the power of images. 
Furthermore, Koert is currently taking a PhD. See 
www.koert.comCREATIVE MAP

■ MAP OF (UN)IMPORTANT QUOTES BY ARNOUD VAN DEN HEUVEL
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Koert van Mensvoort is an artist and a scientist.  
He was a teacher at the Sandberg Institute Design 
Department for four years. Koert is presenter 
and co-organiser of the Visual Power Show, an 
intellectual show about the power of images. 
Furthermore, Koert is currently taking a PhD. See 
www.koert.comCLASSIFIEDS
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